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April 7, 1941 – July 29, 2025 
 

Mary Ella Brown Carpenter, 84, a lifelong resident of Shelbyville, Tennessee,
passed away July 29, 2025, at Saint Thomas Rutherford Hospital in
Murfreesboro. The family will accept visitors and guests on Saturday, August
2, 2025, from 10:00 AM until the service at 12:00 noon, which will be held at
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel. Interment will follow at Willow Mount Cemetery in
Shelbyville, Brother Jimmy Gray will be officiating. 

 

Born on April 7, 1941, Mary was the daughter of the late Lester Clayton and
Mary Magdalene Pinkston Brown. She graduated from Shelbyville Central
High School and was a long-time member of El Bethel Baptist Church in
Shelbyville. 

 

Mary was married to her devoted husband, Donald Rogers Carpenter Sr., for
66 years. They loved camping and traveling across the United States
together. She enjoyed painting, crafts, growing flowers, and watching the
numerous and varied birds on their property. 

 

Mary was preceded in death by her brother Samuel Clayton Brown and



brother William Henry (“W.H.”) Brown. 
 

She is survived by her husband, Donald Rogers Carpenter, Sr.; sister; Betty
Anna Brown Spence (Bobby); children Cathy Nichols (Nicky), Don Carpenter,
Jr. (Kaye), Carol Martin (Rocky); grandchildren, Clark Nichols, Hannah Rempe
(Logan), Austin Carpenter (Megan), Kateland Hall (Ryan), Drew Martin
(Jordan), Matt Martin, Greg Martin; and great-grandchildren. Lily Martin and
Willow Carpenter. 

 

Mary will be remembered for her strong Christian faith, devotion to family,
listening ear, and kindness to all



Cemetery Details

Willow Mount Cemetery

321 Dover Street
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 2. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Feldhaus Memorial Chapel
2022 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 684-8356
feldhausgowensmith@gmail. com
http://feldhausgowensmith.com/

Funeral Service

AUG 2. 12:00 PM (CT)

Feldhaus Memorial Chapel
2022 North Main St.
Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 684-8356
feldhausgowensmith@gmail. com
http://feldhausgowensmith.com/
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Annie - July 31, 2025 at 04:48 PM

Annie lit a candle in memory of Mary Ella
Brown Carpenter

Tony & Dawn Rempe - July 31, 2025 at 10:44 AM

Tony & Dawn Rempe purchased the Divine Peac
e Bouquet for the family of Mary Ella Brown
Carpenter.

Faye Chapel - July 31, 2025 at 10:42 AM

Faye Chapel purchased the Medium Dish Garde
n for the family of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

Faye Chapel - July 31, 2025 at 10:42 AM

Faye Chapel planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Ella Brown
Carpenter.

https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 31, 2025 at 10:20 AM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

July 31, 2025 at 10:20 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

July 31, 2025 at 09:56 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

July 30, 2025 at 03:42 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

July 30, 2025 at 03:42 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mary Ella Brown Carpenter.

https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.feldhausgowensmith.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ray Beatty - July 30, 2025 at 01:30 PM

Ray Beatty lit a candle in memory of Mary
Ella Brown Carpenter


